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By the time we got home from
last trip, we were worried that we
didn’t search the bear den
carefully enough. So here we are
on 21September2018 driving past
antelope in Wyoming, As we
neared the Eastern side of the
Wind River Range a haze
appeared with an orange cast.
The sun turned an unusual color
as well.




The unusual coloring of the
sky and sun were due to the
Bondurant forest fire some 50
to 60 miles south. The next
morning we drove into the

mountains and meadows
around Dubois on the way to
Watkins Creek to check out
that bear den.
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The path we took to Denny
Creek Road included
beautiful meadows and views
of mountain ranges.



Back in the Yellowstone area,
we went to Watkins Creek and
checked out the bear den. There
had been activity around the
den and it had been thoroughly
dug up and picked through. We
used the metal detector, but
didn’t pick up anything.
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We drove back through Idaho with
views of the Tetons to the east. We
passed the location of Authorized
Sno-Way Mr. Plow — named in honor
of the famous band, Mr. Plow. As we
passed through the mountains, we
headed toward Hoback Junction.



We take a break along the Snake
River on the way to Hoback

Junction.
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Then we crossed over to the east side
of the Tetons on the way to Kelly.
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THE GROS VENTRE SLIDE

BEFORE YOU LIE THE REMNANTS OF ONE OF THE LARGEST EARTH MOVEMENTS
IN THE WORLD

ON JUNE 23, 1925, EARTH, 'R6c( AND DEBRIS MOVED RAPIDLY FROM AN ALTI-
TUDE OF 9000 FEET, ACROSS THE VALLEY BOTTOM AND UP THE SLOPE OF

THE RED BLUFFS BEHIND YOU. THE ACTION LASTED ONLY MINUTES BUT A
RIVER WAS DAMMED AND THE LANDSCAPE CHANGED.

GROS VENTRE SLIDE GEOLOGICAL AREA W%
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We followed the Gros Ventre River
up to Kelly and then onto the
Gros Ventre Slide which formed
Slide Lake. The Tetons always

seemed to be looming in the
distance.
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The next destination was
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! > Pinedale. Along the way we
ﬁﬁg.m = passed the Bondurant Fire
JL— <1 fighting camp. A little further
% we saw a plane dump a load
of fire retardant next to the
fire. Then we had a good
dinner at the Wind River

Brewing Co.
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GROS VENTRE LODGE
This Lodge. one of the earliest dude ranches in Wyoming, was

€ next mOfﬂlI‘lg’ s - e built on the hill beyond in 1897 by William (Billy) Wells and

operated until 1906. It was named for the Little Gros Ventre

(now Tosi Creek) and was known locally as “Dog Ranch” because of

21 Septemb€f201 8, wcE tl'aveled . - K . the foxhounds Wells kept for hunting. While Wells guided guests . ™
! p on summer trips through the Green River Valley and Bridger i . |

{ : N . National Forest, the Gros Ventre was most notable as a hunting -+
up Greeﬂ RlVCI Road 1nto the lodge that served prominent American and British big game “ ..'
I < : @ | sportsmen. The ranch included a central lodge, guest cabins and g [ &
d i | - one of the first wooden bathtubs in western Wyoming. il

cn aﬂ Vaﬂey. It tOOk us paSt an NPy .‘.- By 1906 the Gros Ventre was no longer profitable, in part due AN
h- . to stricter game laws and a shorter hunting season. It was dis~ y - ,f
5 3 ¥ 3 mantled that year and the main lodge moved across the Green [ T

IStorlc LOdge that IS IlOW - y River and converted into a ranch house. ; _ ;: .
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operational.
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Green River Road follows the
Green River up to Green
River Lakes which is the
headwater of Green River.
The road stops at the lake.
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Coming back from Green River
Lake, we stopped at the outfall
from Kendall Warm Springs. We
then pulled over at Jim Creek.
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We looked around Jim Creek
a little, then stopped at The
Place which is a source for
Eclipse vodka. Then we

drove on to Pueblo Reservoir
prior to returning home.
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